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For se rvice  bure aus, printe rs, m agaz ine  publish e rs  and oth e r pre - pre ss  provide rs w h o are
unfam iliar w ith  Scribus, th e  follow ing note s are  m e ant to anticipate  your q ue stions. Th e se
note s are  base d on th e  curre nt Scribus 1.2.x stable  re le ase s.

Righ t aw ay, th e  de ve lope rs of Scribus, h ave  from  day one , m ade  e ve ry e ffort to strictly adh e re
to th e  publish e d re fe re nce  standards in PD F 1.3 and PD F 1.4. Scribus de pe nds on Gh ost-
script® , a th ird party PS3 inte rpre te r for  EPS im porting and partially for PD F im portation
support. Th e  m ost re ce nt ve rsions h ave  re ce ive d conside rable  atte ntion to assure  h igh  q uality
postscript and EPS ge ne ration for print production, including support for ove rprint and up to
8 spot colors. For th ose  unfam iliar, you can consult h ttp://w w w .artife x.com  and w w w .gh ost-
script.com   for de taile d spe cifications and capabilitie s. 

If you are  capable  of h andling PD F/X- 3, th is  is  probably th e  m ost re liable  w ay of re ce iving
PD F file s from  Scribus. Se e  th e  note s be low . Give n th e  incre asing soph istication and e ase  of
using PD F both  for final output and for place m e nt w ith in oth e r print production applica-
tions, I h ave  put toge th e r spe cific application note s base d on m y ow n te sting, as w e ll as dis -
cussions w ith  pre - pre ss  te ch nicians from  le ading com m e rical printe rs in Nortn Am e rica
and in Europe .

W e  re com m e nd to e nd use rs to install th e  late st GPL Gh ostscript 8.15+  or AFPL Gh ostscript
8.51. Th e  Scribus Te am  h as found ch alle nge s w ith  e arile r ve rsions, w h ich  ne ce ssitate d w ork -
arounds and lim its to th e  use  of PS3 ope rators. Th e  late st ve rsions h ave  re solve d a gre at m any
of th e  pre vious issue s. Th e  Gh ostscript PS3 inte rpre te r is use d in m ore  th an 50 com m e rcial
O EM  printing and graph ic applications.

Th e  de fault se ttings for PD F e xport w ith in Scribus are  1.3, w ith out color m anagm e nt and a
use r sim ply ne e ds to se le ct Color >  Printe r in th e  PD F Export pane l, as w e ll as e m be d fonts
and de fault se ttings are  optim z e d for pre -pre ss.

Adobe  Inde sign 2.0.2 / W in 2k  

Inde sign w ill im port Scribus PD F 1.3 and 1.4 file s and appe ars to h andle  th e m  flaw le ssly. In-
de sign w ill cre ate  a TIFF pre vie w , w h ich  can be  se t to h igh  re solution for h igh  q uality on
scre e n vie w ing. Subse q ue ntly, e xporting a "pre ss- re ady" PD F from  Inde sign or se parate ly dis-
tilling a postscript file  re sults in a PD F w h ich  w ill pre -fligh t w ith out issue s w ith  e ith e r Enfocus
Pitstop Profe ssional 5 and M ark z w are  Fligh t Ch e ck . 
CM YK im age s are  transfe rre d prope rly, w ith  corre ct m e dia box and font e m be dding.
 Inde sign prope rly translate s all th e  PD F 1.4 fe ature s  Scribus can include  in a 1.4 PD F. 

Lore m ips um dolor s it am e t, cons e cte tue r

adipis cing e lit. Ut a s apie n. Aliq uam aliq ue t

purus m ole s tie dolor. Inte ge r q uis e ros ut e rat

pos ue re dictum . Curabitur dignis s im . Inte ge r

orci. Fus ce vulputate lacus atips um . Quis q ue in

libe ro ne c m i laore e t volutpat. Aliq uam e ros

pe de , s ce le ris q ue q uis , tris tiq ue curs us , place rat

convallis , ve lit. Nam condim e ntum .

Ve s tibulum ante ips um prim is in faucibus orci

luctus e tultrice s pos ue re cubilia Curae ;Aliq uam

ultricie s lacus e u dui. Pe lle nte s q ue ve lit.

Aliq uam e rat volutpat. Mae ce nas q uam ante ,

ve s tibulum auctor, blandit in, iaculis in, ve lit.

Aliq uam atligula. Nam a te llus . Aliq uam e u nulla

at turpis vulputate h e ndre rit. Proin at diam .

Curabiture uis m od.

Lore m ips um dolor s it am e t, cons e cte tue r

adipis cing e lit. Pe lle nte s q ue h abitant m orbi

tris tiq ue s e ne ctus e tne tus e tm ale s uada fam e s

ac turpis e ge s tas . Quis q ue ve le rat e ge t diam

cons e cte tue r iaculis . Cras ante ve lit, s us cipite t,

porta te m pus , dignis s im q uis , m agna. Vivam us

vive rra, turpis ne c rh oncus ultricie s , diam turpis

e le ife nd nis l, a e le ife nd ante fe lis ac s apie n.

Inte ge r bibe ndum . Sus pe ndis s e in m i non

ne q ue bibe ndum convallis .

Sus pe ndis s e pote nti. Cras utm i s itam e tq uam

cons e q uat cons e q uat. Ae ne an ut le ctus . Cum

s ociis natoq ue pe natibus e t m agnis dis

parturie nt m onte s , nas ce tur ridiculus m us .

Sus pe ndis s e ve l s apie n. Aliq uam ve l e nim

cons e q uat s e m aliq ue t h e ndre rit. Lore m ips um

dolors itam e t, cons e cte tue radipis cing e lit. Nam

fe lis .

Cum s ociis natoq ue pe natibus e t m agnis dis

parturie nt m onte s , nas ce tur ridiculus m us .

Mae ce nas tortor m e tus , pe lle nte s q ue ne c,

ve h icula vitae , s us cipit s e d, q uam . Ae ne an

s ce le ris q ue s odale s tortor. Se d purus . Curabitur

turpis e s t, bibe ndum tris tiq ue , porttitor te m por,
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Adobe  Illustrator 10.0.3 / W in 2k  SP3

Scribus PD F 1.3 and 1.4 are  im porte d e asily and Illustrator can e asily e dit th e m  including
h andling all th e  alph a ch anne l transpare ncy fe ature s  in PD F 1.4. All Scribus obje cts can be
se le cte d and e dite d w ith  Ilustrator's e diting tools. You can ope n a Scribus 0.9 .8+  PD F in
Illustrator 10 and e dit all th e  obje cts, including te xt, curve s e tc, just as if it w e re  cre ate d w ith
Illustrator itse lf. Em be dde d fonts are  re cogniz e d and se le ctable  se parate ly or in groups.
Saving a "pre ss- re ady" PD F from  Illustrator or se parate ly distilling a postscript file  re sults in
a PD F w h ich  w ill pre - fligh t for typical pre ss  condtions w ith out issue s  w ith  e ith e r Enfocus
Pitstop Profe ssional 5 and M ark z w are  Fligh t Ch e ck  4.5. CM YK im age s are  transfe rre d
prope rly, w ith  corre ct m e dia box and font e m be dding.

Page m ak e r 7.0.1 on W in2k   

You can "place " a Scribus PD F w ith out e rrors or w arning. Th e  PD F im port filte r can
optionally cre ate  a low  re s- pre vie w . Te sting h as sh ow n som e  issue s  w ith  som e  PD F 1.4,
fe ature s  including Scribus ge ne rate d gradie nts, w h ich  w e  do not ye t re com m e nd including
in PD F 1.4 file s. PS from  Page m ak e r distills fine  including re - e m be dding th e  fonts in th e
place d PD F file .

Quark  Xpre ss 5.01 on W in2k

Quark  Xpre ss  5.01 w ill im port a Scribus PD F fine  w ith out w arning or e rrors. Tw o proble m s
 are :

Th e  im port filte r flatte ns th e  transpare ncy e ffe cts w ith  th e  top color ove rprinting th e  laye rs
be low . Th is  I suspe ct is  a w e ak ne ss  in th e  PD F im port function. It w ill som e tim e s, not pick
up th e  e m be dde d fonts in th e  PD F and fonts w h ich  are  e m be dde d, still h ave  to installe d on
th e  local m ach ine  and "active " via ATM  D e luxe  4.1, oth e rw ise  Xpre ss  substitute s Courie r.
Both  of th e  above , I attribute  to Xpre ss  PD F im port bugs, not flaw s in Scribus PD F.

Scribus PD F Fe ature s

Scribus is  also uniq ue  in th e  D TP w orld in th at it supports th e  cre ation of a gre at num be r of
PD F fe ature s, w h ich  h e re tofore  w e re  only available  in th e  full Acrobat application. Th is
include s full support for javascript, form s w ith  fie lds, annotations, book m ark s. Acrobat 6.01
can e dit th e se  fie ld w ith out issue s.  

Scribus also can support double - byte  fonts, as w e ll as O pe n Type  Fonts. O pe n Type  fonts are
conve rte d into PD F X- O bje cts and sh ould not h ave  proble m s outputting to olde r RIPs w h ich
do not support O pe n Type  fonts dire ctly.
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Adobe  Acrobat 5.0.5 Fam ily

Since  th e  be ginning of its de ve lope m e nt, I h ave  ye t to find issue s  w ith  Scribus PD F file s
displaying or printing w ith  Acrobat Re ade r 4 or 5 on M acs, W indow s or Linux. Th e  Linux
ve rsion of Re ade r 4.05 h as som e tim e s  se ve re  issue s  w ith  color display. Te sting w ith  D istille r
3.02, 4.05c and 5.0.5 W in and 5.02 M ac, h as rare ly faile d w ith  Scribus ge ne rate d postscript
file s. I h ave  distille d Scribus PS using a num be r of diffe re nt joboption file s including
re com m e nde d se ttings for Cre o's Prine rgy plug- in, as w e ll as oth e r "pre ss- re ady" PD F file s
at upto 3600 dpi w ith  large  TIFF and im porte d com ple x EPS file s from  Core l D raw  and
Adobe  Illustrator. 
O n initial ope ning and th e n atte m pting to e dit w ith  th e  Touch - up tool, Acrobat 5.0.5 w ill
com plain about "can't parse  file ". Th is  w e  be lie ve  is  a bug in Acrobat. W ork around: O pe n th e
file  in Acrobat and do a "Save  As"  w ith  "O ptim iz e  for W e b" e nable d in th e  pre fe nce s se tting.
Acrobat 6 fixe s  th is  bug.

Acrobat 6.0 Profe ssional

Acrobat h as no proble m  pre - fligh ting Scribus PD F 1.3 and 1.4. In addition, it corre ctly passe s
PD F/X- 3 ge ne rate d from  Scribus. M ore ove r, you can w ith  lim ite d succe ss  e dit and re vise
Scribus PD F's w h ich  h ave  javascript e nh ance d fe ature s  i.e . link s, h ype rlink s, pre se ntation
e ffe cts, book m ark s  and annotations. You can use  th e  touch - up tool for te xt e dits as w e ll. O ne
issue  is  th at Acrobat w ill substitute  its ow n M ulti- M aste r fonts, e ve n if th e  font is  corre ctly
e m be dde d. D isable  "Use  local fonts" is  re com m e nde d.

Enfocus Pit Stop Profe ssional 5.04 -  6.1

As Pit Stop is  a plug- in, it w ill not pre fligh t Scribus file s, unle ss th e  Save  as w ork around is
e nable d. O nce  th is  is  e nable d, Pit Stop can pre - fligh t and e dit obje cts w ith out difficulty.

M ark zw are  Fligh t Ch e ck  4.5-5.52

I h ave  use d th is  to pre - fligh t a num be r of Scribus PD F's both  1.3 and 1.4. Fligh t Ch e ck  pick s
up all th e  re le vant file  inform ation including color space , fonts and file  m e ta info. W h e n im -
age s are  place d prope rly in Scribus, im age  info re ads prope rly. W h e n use d w ith  typical
CM YK proce ss  printing "ground rule s", Scribus PD F's pass e asily.

PD F Inspe k tor -  PD F/X-3 -  Ve rsion

W h e n th e  PD F/X- 3 option is  e nable d in Scribus, you can be  assure d th e y w ill conform  to th e
spe c. Eve ry te st of PD F/X- 3 I h ave  m ade  via PD FInspe k tor,  from  w w w .callas.de  h t-
tp://w w w .callas.de  sh ow s Scribus w ill ge ne rate  all th e  re q uire d inte nts and and corre ct 
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O ne  are a w h e re  Linux and its Unix cousins are  diffe re nt from  M acs and PC's; th e  com m on
fonts use d in Linux and Unix. M ost of th e  fonts be low  sh ould h ave  fe w  proble m s in pre
- pre ss, as m ost are  Type  1 fonts or h igh  q uality True  Type  fonts from  re spe cte d foundrie s.
Linux and Unix font binarie s  are  100%  W indow s com patible  and install e asily w ith  ATM  or
th e  Control Pane l apple t. 

Postscript and Type  1 

By de fault, alm ost e ve ry re ce nt Linux de sk top installs and use s  a se t of U RW + +  donate d
fonts, w h ich  are  *ve ry* close  clone s of de fault base  35 Postscript fonts. Th e y h ave  e m be dde d
nam e s lik e  Nim bus and Nim bus M ono, Nim bus Rom an 9  and Nim bus Sans. Th e se  are
e q uivale nt to Courie r, Tim e s Rom an and H e lve tica re spe ctive ly and are  "aliase d" to sh ow  up
w ith  th e se  fam iliar nam e s. Book m an and U topia are  also com m only installe d. Th e se  are
include d w ith  m ost standard Gh ostscript installations.Th e re  is  also an alte rnative  ve rsion of
th e se  fonts at ftp.gnom e .ru/  Th is  se t h as adde d Cyrillic and CE glyph s. Som e  distributions
use  th is  se t in th e ir de fault installation.

h ttp://w w w .artife x.com /dow nloads/ h as a se t of 45 True  Type  fonts, w h ich  are  th e
functional e q uivale nt of th e  35 standard Postscript fonts, plus additional Garam ond face s.
Th is  is  probably th e  s im ple st and q uick e st w ay to acq uire  and install th e se  fonts if th e
situation re q uire s. Lastly, th e  de ve lope rs of Scribus, w h ile  offe ring th is  as a fre e , ope n source
application, h ave  a fair am ount of e xpe rie nce  w ith  D TP and w ork  in th e  in th e  industry. 

Scribus com e s w ith  de taile d docum e ntation for use rs. D e taile d spe cification are  available  at:
 h ttp://w w w .scribus.ne t

True  Type  Fonts
 
Alm ost e ve ry ne w e r Linux distribution installs and use s  th e  Luxi font fam ily from  Bige low
and H olm e s. Th is  is  a ve rsatile  fam ily of Unicode  fonts h ave  substantial cove rage  of m ost of
th e  W e ste rn Code  page s. Th e se  are  ve ry w e ll crafte d and print to h igh  e nd postscript printe rs
q uite  w e ll. Luxi Sans and Luxi Sans Bold are  q uite  distinctive , e xce lle nt scre e n fonts w h e n
use d w ith  th e  late st Xfre e 86 displays. W e  h ope  to m ak e  a pack age  of th e  fonts available  in th e
ne ar future  for use  w ith  non- Xfre e 86 ope rating syste m s.

Ge ne rously donate d by Bitstre am  is  th e  Bitstre am  Ve ra fam ily of True  Type  fonts, w h ich
sure ly w ill be com e  standard in m ost Linux distributions is  fre e ly available  from
h ttp://w w w .gnom e .org/fonts/.  Th is  font com e s in a tar.gz  -  a gz ippe d tar file , w h ich  Stuffit
and W inz ip can e xtract. M y initial te sting w ith  w ith  a Fie ry RIP and D istille r re ve als no
proble m s, as is  e xpe cte d from  a top foundry.  Th is  font fam ily is  now  include d w ith  O pe n
O ffice .org 1.1.0
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Ope n Type  Fonts

Scribus fully supports O pe n Type  fonts and autom atically conve rts th e m  on e xport to PD F x
- obje cts, w h ich  pre se rve s com patibility w ith  RIP's and oth e r de vice s/applications w h ich  do
not support th e m . Use  of O pe n Type  fonts in PD F's from  Scribus sh ould not pose  a proble m
for PS2 w ork flow s. Future  ve rsions w ill h ave  e nh ance d support for O pe n Type  w ith  m ore
control ove r th e ir e xport.

Com m e rcial Support 

M e m be rs of th e  Scribus Te am  provide  on- going com m e rcial support for com m e rcial
organiz ations.  Se e : h ttp://scribus.biz  for contact info.

O n th e  ne xt page  are  click able  link s  to th e  s ite s  m e ntione d in th e  te xt.

Ne ve r be fore  h as th e  Linux and Unix w orld h ad a truly native  D TP application. O ur obje ctive
is  to m ak e  an innovative , use r frie ndly application, capable  of cre ating polish e d profe ssional
re sults.  Th is  docum e nt w as 100%  cre ate d w ith  Scribus 1.2.2

If you h ave  spe cific q ue stions, ple ase  do not h e stiate  to contact:
Program  auth or:  Franz  Sch m id Franz .Sch m id@ altm ue h lne t.de  or 
D ocum e ntor: Pe te r Linne ll m rdocs@ scribus.info
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Click able  Link s  -  w ill ope n in your de fault brow se r

First D raft Re le ase d 05 Fe bruary 2003 
Re vise d 11 June  2005

http://www.atrifex.com
http://www.ghostscript.com
http://www.callas.de
http://gnome.org/fonts/
http://pdfx.info
http://www.scribus.net
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